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had crept up among the bushes, and, as the confer-
ence began, they rushed into the stronghold and
threw off the mask. After this the Chibchas seem
to have submitted, sinking into slavery and black
despair.

The phase of Spanish character shown in such
a lurid light during the course of their conquests
in South America was not, it should be admitted,
inherent in them as a race. It is to be attributed
to the age. The most cold-blooded act of cruelty
in the whole record was due to the German, Aifinger.
We should remember the number of humane soldiers
and statesmen among these conquerors of South
America. We have already had to consider the
humanity and benevolence of Rodrigo de Bastidas,
of Lorenzo de Aldana, of Pascual de Andagoya, of
Vasco Nunez de Balboa, of Heredia, and of Cieza de
Leon. Not a few more names can be added to the
honourable list. That of Serra de Leguisano should
always be remembered. These never swerved from
the advocacy of humane treatment of the natives.
There were others who, although not without
feelings of humanity, were mainly influenced by
considerations of policy, seeing the stupidity and
waste caused by a course of cruelty and oppression.
They sometimes weakly yielded to the violent